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Bush Wants New Spending Power From Congress 
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(Reuters) - The White House wants President Bush to have the right to automatically extend 
n to keep the federal government open if Congress cannot meet, the White House said on Monday. 


lescribed the authority Bush is seeking from Congress as a "good government" measure, it may also 
about Congress' ability to function following last week's anthrax scare on Capitol Hill. 


jority Leader Tom Daschle's office received an anthrax-laced letter last week the House of 

was shut on Wednesday to allow experts to check offices and ventilation systems for anthrax spores. 


ngs where much of Congress' work takes place remained closed on Monday, but the U.S. Capitol 
and the U.S. Senate and House were expected to resume business on Tuesday. 


omenting on a Wall Street Journal report that the White House has nudged Congress to give Bush 
authority to keep the government running for up to 30 days if lawmakers cannot convene and the 
not in place. 


year ended on Sept. 30 without Congress passing most of the 13 annual spending bills needed to 
iment. As a result, the government has been financed by stopgap measures known as continuing 
Rs. 


Under the current continuing resolution, the government can operate through Oct. 31. 


lea under discussion, Buchan said: if there were a CR and the Congress was not able to meet at the 
ing ... it would automatically extend." Buchan said she could not confirm that the White House 
extension to run for up to 30 days. 
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By LA URA MECKLER, Associated Press Writer 
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the city s chief health official, said the unidentified man with the disease was hospitalized in suburban 
same facility where another postal worker was diagnosed over the weekend. 
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C. Postal Worker Has Anthrax 


(AP) - Health officials said Monday a second Washington postal worker has contracted inhalation 
ed they were investigating the deaths of two other employees at the same mail facility for any 
e disease. 


re being run on clinical samples from the two men who have died under conditions that aroused the 
al officials. 


orities are investigating as many as nine more cases that have aroused concern, 
d not know how many of the nine were postal workers or how many were hospitalized, 
rities were conducting tests on clinical samples from the two postal workers who died, 
s aid, preliminary blood testing had further aroused suspicion that anthrax may have played a role, 
second person, he said, We do not have even the positive blood cultures ... but his clinical 


course 


marked a troubling turn in the nation's bioterrorism scare, 
nt day," Walks said, repeating his assessment for emphasis. 


as working in that back postal area during the last 11 days, you must today immediately 
' prophylactic medication and to be evaluated." 


come 


Deborah Willhite, a Postal Service spokeswoman, said there are roughly 2,000 employees at the Brentwood postal 
facility in Washington. 


City officials made their startling disclosures as the Capitol reopened but congressional offices remained shuttered for 
environmental testing. 
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weeks since anthrax first surfaced in Florida, the government declared the headquarters of a Boca 
bloid company where one man died of the disease to be a Superfund site. The designation means 
n be used to pay for cleanup. 


Willhite issued 
died, rather thaji 
said. 


in unusual plea to reporters to extend prayers to the families of the dead postal workers who have 
barrage them with questions. "Give them time to grieve and to take care of their own business," she 


She said the affected facility would remain closed as long as it takes to make sure it's safe again. 


Officials over thi 
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Officials did not provide the names of any of the other affected workers. 


On Capitol Hill 
reopen on Tue: 
continuing but 


congressional sources said it was unlikely that all the House and Senate office buildings would 
^day, as officials had hoped. These sources, speaking on condition of anonymity, said testing was 
was not clear whether all the results would be in hand by the beginning of the work day on Tuesday. 


it 
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red anthrax over the weekend in a building where mail for House offices is processed. These officials 
been no test results yet indicating anthrax in any of the other House office buildings, leaving authorities 
her an as-yet undiscovered piece of mail was the source of spores found on a mail room machine. 
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e weekend had said that a 57-year-old postal worker, Leroy Richmond, had been hospitalized with 
x in serious and stable condition. 


ipreak first surfaced more than two weeks ago in Florida, when one employee of American Media Inc. 
ase, and a second was hospitalized. 


Fred Stroud, an EPA spokesman, announced the Superfund site designation, and said he had no estimate of the cost 
involved in decontaminating the building in Boca Raton, Fla. 

"We need to know the status of the complete facility, not just the areas where the crime may or may not have 
occurred," he said. 


aeral John Potter said the U.S. Postal Service was increasing security at its facilities and beginning to 
ology that can sanitize mail. But he said postal workers were not being ordered to wear gloves and 


ef scare at another government building in Washington when the Supreme Court building was closed 
substance was found in the clerk's office Monday. Court spokeswoman Kathy Arberg said the 
qsted and determined to be construction-related material. 


e watching five other people in the Washington area who have flulike symptoms that can indicate 
ax, said Dr. Ivan C.A. Walks, the city's chief health officer. The five are hospitalized and receiving 
in Washington and one in suburban Virginia, he said. 


four 


Potter indicated that all five others were also postal employees. Initial tests were negative on the first of the five to be 
tested. 


horities might know as early as Monday if any of them are infected with the potentially deadly 
he added that anthrax cannot be ruled out for at least 72 hours after a blood culture is taken. 


1/2 weeks three men, including one who died, have been diagnosed with inhalation anthrax, a disease 
country since 1978. Six others, including two postal workers in New Jersey, have been infected with a 
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David Satcher said inhalation anthrax has been fatal about 80 percent of the time. "But that's in the 
different technology today," he said on CNN's "Late Edition" Sunday. "It is not yet hopeless." 
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Postal Workers 


officials said they do not know how the Washington postal worker came into contact with enough 
the bacteria to travel into his respiratory system and lodge deep in his lungs. 


ors moved quickly to determine whether anthrax was present in either of two postal facilities where 
ed and whether other employees might have been exposed. 


workers at Washington's main mail-processing center and 150 at an air mail-handling center near 
lington International Airport were asked to report for nasal swab testing, which will help determine 
Idings exposure may have occurred. Employees will each be given a 10-day supply of antibiotics to 
>n in case they were exposed. 


-kers were tested Sunday. 


inned extensive environmental testing at both facilities. They will use the results, along with nasal 
determine which workers need a full course of preventive antibiotics. 
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S. Clash Verbally Over Helicopter 

ddin 


istan (Reuters) - Afghanistan's ruling Taliban said Monday they had recovered wreckage from a U.S. 
mand province, saying it was evidence of successful resistance to the military strikes against their 


swiftly said no U.S. helicopters had been lost inside the country since Washington launched air 
two weeks ago to punish the ruling Taliban for harboring terrorism suspect Osama bin Laden. 


parts of a downed helicopter were found in Helmand province after a U.S. commando raid Saturday 
iched the land campaign. 


a television showed close-up footage of what it said the Taliban described as new aircraft wheels and 
stenciled with the English words "Shock. Loud Engineering." 


Loud Engineering & Manufacturing Inc, based in Ontario, California, makes parts for the CH-47 
;er. 


ve been informed by Amirul Monineen's office that they have discovered pieces of an American 
>a Sahib hills... some burned tires and parts and traces of blood," Pakistan-based Afghan Islamic Press 
tulawi Najibullah, Taliban consul in the frontier city of Peshawar, as saying. 


, or leader of the faithful, is the title given to reclusive Taliban leader Mullah Mohammad Omar, 
States has vowed to push out of power for not handing over bin Laden, prime suspect behind the 
acks on New York and Washington. 


voy to Pakistan, Mullah Abdul Salam Zaeef, told a news conference in Islamabad U.S. helicopters 
ve the wreckage in Helmand but were driven off by Taliban fighters. 


ependent confirmation of the reports and Zaeef was unable to answer questions on what had 
U.S. personnel. 


s has admitted one of its "Black Hawk" helicopters crashed at the weekend, but said it went down in 
standby for a search and rescue mission and that no U.S. aircraft went down inside Afghanistan. 
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The verbal clash 
in the southwest 


comes as the wreckage of a U.S. helicopter was airlifted by two other helicopters to Panjgore airport 
ern province of Baluchistan, witnesses at the airbase said Monday. 


It was not know 
Baluchistan. "A 
(paramilitary foili 
were badly darna* 


n if it was the "Black Hawk" that crashed on Saturday at the Dalbandin airbase, also in southwestern 
damaged U.S. helicopter was carried by two others on Saturday evening ... after that Makran scout 
ces) closed down the airport," a witness told Reuters by telephone. He said the helicopter's rotors 
ged. 


The crash of the 


A Pakistan-base 
Afghanistan clo:n 


p Afghan news service also reported Monday that a U.S. helicopter gunship attacked a hill in eastern 
e to the Pakistani border. 


The helicopter s 
fire and did not 


itrafed Shamshad hill adjoining the Pakistani border in the afternoon but was forced to flee by ground 
cause any damage, the Afghan Islamic Press (AIP) quoted a Taliban official as saying. 
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st any helicopters in Afghanistan. If they found helicopter wreckage it wasn't ours," Pentagon 
ictoria Clarke told Reuters in Washington. 


"Black Hawk" was confirmed by a Pakistani official at Dalbandin. 


The target of the attack, one of the first reported by a U.S. helicopter gunship, was not immediately known. 
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